
BARRY COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

May 28, 2022; 5:30pm; Tyden Center Community Room, 121 S. Church St., Hastings, MI 49058  

Meeting Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM by Chair Cheeseman.  

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Voting Members Present (Roll Call): Cheeseman, Fiala, Hayes, Klein, Lyke, Moore, Nelson 

Absent: LaForge, Jensen, Getty 

Others: Jerrie Fiala 

Staff: Dan Patton, Director 

 

Approval of Agenda: Motion made by Fiala, seconded by Hayes, to approve agenda for the May 26, 

2022, meeting.  All ayes.  Nays: none.  Motion carried.   

Limited Public Comment:  None.  

Consent Items (voted upon at one time by roll call vote) 

a. Approval of April 28, 2022, meeting minutes. 

b. Approval of May 1, 2022, expenditure report and May 23, 2022, revenue report. 

Motion by Hayes, seconded by Lyke, to approve the Consent Items:   April 28, 2022, meeting 

minutes, May 1, 2022, expenditure report and May 23, 2022, revenue budget report. 

Roll call vote: Ayes: Cheeseman, Fiala, Hayes, Klein, Lyke, Moore and Nelson. 

Nays: none 

Absent: LaForge, Getty, Jensen 

Motion passes 7-0 

 

Items for Consideration:

a. Purchase of a vault toilet for Charlton Park to be placed between the new playground and the

boat launch was discussed.  Director Patton presented a bid from Gregg Zentarsky for a 

Gunnison model vault toilet identical to the one currently at McKeown Bridge Park. The price 

was guaranteed for fifteen days.  A poured concrete pad and walkway would be added at a later 

date.  Delivery and installation would be at least 140 days out.  Nelson supports development of 

a park master plan before purchasing any new buildings.  Others felt that there is no other

logical location for this toilet due to surrounding waters and wet soils in the park. 



A motion was made by Hayes, seconded by Klein, to spend an amount not to exceed $40,000 for 

the purchase of a vault toilet for Charlton Park and preserve the existing toilets as long as 

possible. 

Roll call vote: Ayes: Cheeseman, Hayes, Fiala, Klein, Moore, and Lyke. 

Nays:  Nelson 

Absent: Laforge, Getty, Jensen 

Motion carries 6-1 

Old Business: 

 Millage. Two drafts of the Charlton Park Millage Proposition were presented, one with 

wording including a Headlee rollback to return the millage rate to .25 and the other without 

such wording, keeping the millage at .2191. 

 A motion was made by Nelson, seconded by Hayes, to ask the voters to approve the parks 

millage proposition with the Headlee rollback wording for eight years at the November 8, 

2022, election.   

Roll call vote: Ayes: Cheeseman, Fiala, Hayes, Klein, Lyke, Moore and Nelson. 

Nays: none 

Absent: LaForge. Jensen, Getty 

Motion carries 7-0 

 Chair Cheeseman mentioned that meetings with the various townships and local service 

clubs in Barry County should be planned for August and September to promote passage of 

the millage. 

New Business: 

 There was no new business to cover. 

Director’s report: 

 Patton mentioned that focus group meetings related to Metcalf Lake would be coming in late June 

at the 911 Dispatch Center meeting room. 

 Patton stated that mowing of the Paul Henry Thornapple Trail has been ongoing.  Burnips 

Equipment Company of Nashville has completed their clearing of the portion of the trail that runs 

adjacent to their property, which involved tree and stump removal.  Patton will soon release a 

Request for Proposals for the engineering work on the trail.  A discussion ensued on asphalt, 

crushed stone or crushed asphalt for the trail surface in various areas.  The portion of the trail from 

Curtis Road to M-66 would most likely be paved with asphalt. 

Committee Reports: 

A. Executive (Cheeseman):  At the May 3, 2022, meeting the Executive Committee discussed the 

millage and the vault toilet project. 

B. Trails (Getty):  No report at this time. 

C. Marketing and Outreach (Nelson):  No report at this time. 

D. Millage (Klein):  Klein mentioned that a group called “Friends of Barry County Parks and Trails” 

has been established and that it will have its first organizing meeting on Wednesday, June 1, 

2022 at the Hastings Public Library beginning at 6:30 PM.  A bank account has been opened for 



this group to use, and a taxpayer identification number was obtained from the Internal revenue 

Service.  The account balance is approximately $225 at this time. 

Park Commissioner Time: 

Lyke said that grants can be applied for and that a park master plan and site plan are typically required. 

She will investigate whether we can apply for grants. 

Klein mentioned that 14 birding tours were held in Barry State Game Area in May by Michigan Audubon, 

which he, along with his wife and daughter, helped to lead.  Over 120 people from around the country 

came to these tours, which focused on finding the Cerulean Warbler.  Thornapple Birding Trail 

brochures were given to all participants.  Participants stayed in local hotels and ate at local restaurants, 

thus supporting the local economy. 

Patton noted that the Charlton Park Purple Martin houses currently have 16 nesting Martins, and that 

the houses are maintained by a local Amish gentleman.  

Hayes asked if the Park Commission information packets could be emailed to Park Commissioners a 

week ahead of the meetings.  Patton mentioned that the revenue report comes from the county and 

that he often doesn’t receive it until two days before the Parks Commission meeting. 

 

Announcements: The next BCPRC meeting will be June 23, 2022, at the Tyden Center, beginning at 5:30 

PM. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Fiala, seconded by Hayes at 6:58 PM; all ayes, Motion carried 7-0 and 

the meeting was adjourned at 6:59 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted:  Doug Klein, BCPRC Secretary 

 

Douglas C Klein 

 

 

 


